A nuclear medicine gallbladder scan (HIDA)
isadiagnostic procedure performed to check
the function and condition of the gallbladder.
This scan can help determineif you have
gallbladder disease or your gallbladder is
functioning properly.

A Quantitative HIDA Scan measuresthe
amount of bile emptied by the gallbladder
during a 30 minute time period.

The Quantitative HIDA Scanincludesan
anaysisof how well the gdl bladder responds
tosncdide. Sincdideisamedication, known
asadiagnogtic ad, injected before thetest to
check if the gallbladder and pancreasare
working and to help diagnose other problems
with these organs.

Do not eat or drink anything 4-6 hours
before the exam. Do not drink or eat during
the exam.

When you arrive at the Nuclear Medicine
Department the technician will insert an IV
into the vein in your arm. A specia
“radioactive tracer” isinjected into the IV.
This*“tracer” will show up on the pictures
taken of your gallbladder. The gallbladder
scan requires approximately 2 hours to
complete. It may take longer if your
gallbladder is not functioning properly.
You must remain at the Imaging Center for
the duration of the test.

Most of the radioactive material will be
eliminated in your urine or stool. The rest
will simply disappear over abrief period of
time.

You can resume your normal activities
immediately after the test.

A physician who has specialized training
in nuclear medicine will interpret the gall-
bladder images. A report will be dictated
and sent to your physician. It usually takes
1-2 daysfor your physician to receive the
results. Please contact your physician’s
office for results.



HWY. 183 (Research Blvd.

Steck Ave.

Spicewood Springs

Gallbladder
Scan (HIDA)

1

The Austin Diagnostic Clinic
Imaging Center




